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Ono bright afternoon not a very great
rainy days ago when the air was BO crisp and
tltloc cold that it was at first a source of In
pi and then of torturo to bo out of door

tnd above around a SUN reporter stood at the
entrance shaft of the Delaware
and Hudson Canal Companys collieries at
Scranton nnd lookod with 1 very consld
ruble desreo of Interest down that frightfully

black holo Into tho earth through which ho was
Informed he was soon to travel There woo a
kind of tndoflnltonoss about tho probable ex-

tent

¬

of the holo as tho reporter looked at It
which was not at all pleasant despite the rcas-

turlnc Information which the reporters guides
volunteered But the outside air had passed
decidedly Into the torture stage and It was
pice and warm down below so the guides sIdPretty son the elevator platform drawn
big cable camo up tho shaft silently and swift
Jy like a gnome and ton minors with black-
ened

¬

faces wearing dungaree clothes which
were once colored blue carrying dlnnor palls
In their bands and having curious little oil
lamps of tin fastened In their hats stopped
torn the platform and trotted oft to their
homes Tho reporters guides wore Mr A B
Ulcoll the companys onora mine ton man
and Jlr Joseph V Dlrley inside fortman
of the Jlarvlno mine Following them tho re-

porter

¬

with several miners so that tho party
agaIn numbered ten stopped upon tho Dlat
lor Mr NIcoll explained that the Iaw
Pennsylvania forbade more than ten people
rldlnz In any mine shaft at a time The ele
Tjtor platform Immediately began to descend
Doirn down down It went until tho reporter
quite gave himself us for lost and all tho sins
of lila life flashed before him according to the
timehonored custom of sins at such times
When the elevator finally stoppod the reporter
wits surprised t learn that he was only 400
feet underground Nevertheless It was the
most tremendous elevator experience ho hail
ever had and he said so

What the reporter saw when he stepped from
the elevator nt the bottom of the shaft was a
big chamber hollowed out in black shining
coJ ooawas above and below lad on every

side one end the chamber narrowed Into
two avenues or gangways each about twenty
foot wide and away down these avenuellabs
twinkled and seemed to mingle
rumbling noises The noises grow louder and
more distinct and it was seen In Iminute that
thoy came from a train of coal cars heavily
laden and running by the force of gravity

dow track on one of the ganewnys Th-
eca Into tho chamber anti dlscharcod

loads severally Into a big elevator
bucket which ran up and down In a shaft
parallel to that by which the reporter entoied
The speed of tho cars as they run down tho
imnewttv was governed bra boy who ran along-
side

¬

and operated a system of brako After
the oars were unloaded mule3 were hitched to
thorn and they were drawn back Into the mine
along gangway bo 2 while anntbor train rat-
tled

¬

down gangway No L Thoro wore six
cars In ouch train

The foremen led the way into a second llttlo
chamber which was warmed and lighted and
served as a kind of office and told the reporter
some things abut mines The newspaper man
asked at tire damp and so forth
and ho was told that the Marvlno colliery gave

j off a good deal of lire damn and that he would
Leo pretty soon the entrance to thn place whore
eight men wero suffocated in 1886 The con-
versation

¬

was thereafter confined to Ionor-
ltolcs The reporter learned that

be done in starting mining operations-
was to make a vory accurate and extensive
survey ot the supposed coal territory Then
borings would bo made in a groat many places

the idea ot discovering tho thickness andwit ot the coal seams It the ground was
at aU rich In probably halt a dozen
seams would col found the lost one
perhaps 1000 feet down and varying

I in thickness from four to eighteen feet M-
InutlY

II calculated estmatos have finally shown
thR coal proltlblyworkodshells are sunk and

1 the machinery on the surface by moans of
which the mined coal is broken and sifted Is

Aooordlnc to law it must not be near ¬ere feet from the shah entrance There-
are few shafts around Bcranton deeper than
1000 feet but IB the Bahuylkill and Lehlgh re-
gions

¬

of Pennsylvania the shafts go down 1800
or 2000 feet Then the seams of coal are

worked successively Gangways aro cut in
branching out In avenues cross avenuestem and sIde passages so that tho mined

seam Is a city in miniature so far as streets
ar concerned and as all tho seams aro opened-
the buried cities overtop each other

The comparison of the mlno to a city seemed
vory apt to the reporter as ho started into It
from tho office chambers with the foreman
And as streets and avenues cut across and
branched arat hand the mlae seemedoverIndeed Ilko Boston All tho party
carried oil lamps of tin by long handles bald-
Ing the lamps horizontally with the handles
clutched like dngcers so as to avoid getting
the dare of the light in their eyes

The first thing a boy learns when he comes
into the mine to work said Mr Nlcoll Is to
look out for his feet and his head at the same

4 time as ho walks alone
The reporter Intimated that ho was perfectly

ablo to tuko oar of his head and his Suet with ¬

out any kindergarten instruction but he
bumped his hoad on a ledge of coal in the roof
and slipped down in tho wet coal on the gang-
way floor almost boforo he had the vaunt out
ot his mouth The party stumbled alone cling-
ing

¬

to the sides ot tho gangway when the coal
cars rushed by until they came to a closed
wooden door A boy started out of tho dark ¬

t ness and opened the door and as the party
passed through thoy felt a current o air rush-
Ingt after them This was tho first time that
tho reporter had noticed tho mile air at
all and he wn told that air was
constantly pure anti circuiltnlIt I by moans ot great revolving

i pumped BO to tho bad air out
ot tho mlno and the good air Into it
constantly After Innumerable windings and

I turnings and crawling through narrow Buncos
until It Boomed thuS I tho mute was 111town tho party must going ncioKs a
halt was mode boforo a minor working Tho
minor waIn a little chamber oft from tho are
nue lot Ho was drllllnfi a hole In
the oat with a diamond drill preparatory to
blasting Tons of looao coal the rosult of
former blasts lay at the minors a

wns loading some cars which had boon
run into the chamber by lifting the great
lumps of coal Into thom with his hands

The foreman explained that a minor proper
was a rather Important perfconuKo and rankedas n skilled laborer He was assigned to his
separate olilmbor by tIle miiio foreman and
worked circumstances such as the
safety of the chamber the quality of the coal

rendered U necessary fur him to quit It0received USX cents a our load for the coal
mined and six oars wero considered a days
work Few minorpot out more than this Out
of the 573 miner thus receives for a

days work be pays a laborer 82 a day orful cents a car for loading tho coal Ho also
has to buy his own powder and fuse for blast-
ing

¬

the oil for hi lamp and other necessaries
osting in about 15 cents a day

The minor thus gets 138 for his
work His great drawback Isdays uent inability to get cars to tako lila coal

to tho foot of the shaft This forces him to
work on short U mo In loading the coal the
larer Is expected to throw out us much slate
at bo can und If tho laborer sends up to the
breaker u load of coal that Is till of slate
his wades are docked For certain difficult

1 Vlnds of mining mieli as cutting a narrow
IfI tuissuce through coal hard to bo mined where

the object sought is the cutting of the passage
and not the mining of tho cool the miner 10

t wlves various prices per yard for his work
Tbo miner must report lor work between a and
7 oclock every morning He can leavo when
lie wants to and the passenger elevator will
run to the surface whenever ton men want to-
go up on It There are watchers at the top and
bottom of the shaft to too that only ten men
cn on the elevator nt a time

I Orn it euro 1Is taken to leave enough coal un ¬
ttouched In tho seam to support the roof of the
mine Tho Pennsylvania law makes It Imiluumcnnor to leave a wall between tho

uumberti less titan it feet thick and there In
a class of workmen called prounxu
dUllY IIt U to continually erect timbers In the

to support the roof In spite of all these
Prccautloux a mine roof squeezes in every
now und then and numbers of lives are lost
Jut more men in every mine are killed und In
lured by falls of coal from the roof than from
nay other cause Men are hurt too by getting
uud the oars In the gangways by premature
pander ilasts and by gatting into tho ma

In the breaker deaths by euffora
twmind explosions Tie the druadcd lira
Jump figures are mostly the result of puro
f rclossiie s Tho danger from limo dump

S greatest In the mines of tho big com
hlnle which are worked moro extensively
In auI other mines At UI oclock eveiy

mu mutt who are cnlkd lire boiposi startjut
IOIIUtour of Inopectlon of tho mlno anti exam
10 every uooK and cranny of It with a

laml If the lImo boss finds nro damp in
efonHmb9rrhoI tells it by the bluonesl Ind-

atonholi f the flumo In his
danger signal on the timbero ear the chamber he notices the danKer

Upon book at te ColOI office he

ft

marks the danKer elrnal opposite the name of
the nina who II working in the chamber on a

nt the mine entrance and he person ¬PIBarI I nee the endangered miner Yet the
miner often plunges Into the fatal chamber
with a lighted lamp in his hM and the explo-
sion

¬

folowl burnlns or killing him and his
All this was told to the reporter as he stood-

wnlchlngtne minor while the latter plied his
drill anSI the light from his smoking lamp
danced In an unearthly manner around the
black chamber Other chambers like It In
which miners were working likewise were via ¬

ited and then the party traversing by a short-
cut the abandoned old workings of the mIncame upon the stables where were
mules which drew tho ompty cars into tho
mine from the foot of the haft Tho mules
are rarely taken to the When they
plod along the gangways they keen their oars
cooked nni rigid over their beads so as to
whoa have to drop their heads tel
low roof The result In that the hair on tho
tips of the mules tarIs all worn oIL It Is a
query interesting the Darwinian whether
the mule that pnss nil their life in tho

not bo able to transmit this
peculiarity to tholr descendants and whether
thus In time there would come to be known to
scientists 1 typo of mules lowing hairless ears
mind Ivlnlln mines The foremen stated that
they observed whether mules In the
mines had hairless ears at birth or

The reporter and his guides gotnot to the
foot of the shaft In somo Inscrutable way and
were soon again on tho surface of tho earth
Then Mr ii 13 Atherton tho outside foreman
of the colliery showed the re porter tho breaker
Whon tho coat comes to the surface In the big
bucket In time shaft it does not stop there but
Is hauled up to a little round house on the top
of tho breaker building and Is dumped from
there into a crusher Crusherare of various
kindsbut the one the was a re ¬

cylinder with big teeth Inside of It
which also revolved and smashed the big lumps
of coal easily The coal fell from the crusher
into another big cylinder of wire tho meshes of
tho wire being of different sizes corresponding
to the different sizes of coal buckwheat pea
chestnut stove grate and lump Tho smallest
meshes were at that end of the cylinder at
which the coal entered so that the coal was
sifted as it was rolled through tho cylinder
Each piece of coal as It fell from Itcompart-
ment

¬

in tho cylinder rolled slanting
stone with a sticky surface The sticky stone
HO retarded the progress of the pieces of slat
in tho coal that those fell Into a box under 1narrow slit at tho end of the stone but tho harpieces of coal slipped across the stone
slit at Its end without friction and tell into
their proper receptacles Thus tho slate and
the coal were separated From the troughs
into which the coalfollttwaedumpedinto rail-
road

¬

cars upon tho surface of the ground attain
and sent ilylng across tho country All thes-
oarranlemonl for the mining of coal and its

the market ant minutely regu-
lated

¬

as regards safety for the minor by the
Anthracite Mine Dam of Pennsylvania Ithe anthracite districts
Inspectors who are appointed with the greatest
care after passing n most leld practical ex-
amination

¬

who hold ohIo for live years at a
largo salary and whose duty It Is to Inspect
each colliery In their respective districts at
loast four times n year and seo that the law is-
complied with In addition companies like
the and Hudson Canal Oomplny-
mnke specIal rules for each colliery
rules with the State law are not only posted-
in conspicuous places all around the colliery-
but printed copies of both arc given to each
employee No women of any age are allowed
to work In the mlneslr upon coal out of them
No hays under years of age are allowed to
work inside the mines nnd no boys under 12
years of ago can work upon coal outside tho
mines hare la a list of tho main classes of
employees connected with tho mines and the
dally ales paid to each class at Bcrnnton

Elate picker 52 cents I door boy In the mine 63 emu
mute driven cUiies 57 reese to ClIP carman
Kern XIl5 to SI611 company men who-

oTrhaullhe car track In the mine rftnjrwaye UM to
mesx carpsnter5ta prop men

are their own prop men l SI08 Ore Once tl 1 HemerrIniUB and outside foremen and general
or all the company collieries

The mon ore paid off as near the first of each
month as possible

THE CONDITION OF THE urnsThough 1description has been given of work-
In only one colliery of the Delaware and Hud ¬

son Canal Company It Is 0fair description of
work In anthracite mines In the Wyoming
region generally Everybody knows that thero
are three Croat anthracite coal1 mining regions-
In Pennsylvania in the Uchuylklll Letiieh and
Wyoming valleys respoctlv ely They cover 450
square miles of territory give employment di-
rectly

¬

to 105 000 men and produce annually
about 3oOUO000 tons of coal though the
uct varies greatly even in these big pro
The key to the Wjomine region which TUE
SUN reporter visited IIs tho city of Scranton
and the Wyoming mines lr often called the
Scranton mines Tho coal companies
hero are the Delaware and Hudson Canal Com-
pany

¬

the Delaware Lackawanna and Western
Railroad Company the Pennsylvania Cool
Company and the Lackawanna Coal and Iron
Company It is not too much to say that the
miners employed In the Wyoming valley and
especially those whose homes are in or near
bcninton bear a remarkably men reputation-
for prosperity and Itellno and general
happiness of sola would not bjust t assort that the miners
Scranton are as class superior to the miners-
in the Lchleu and Schuylkill valleys yet it is
undoubtedly true that the Scranton miners are
envied a god deal by their brothers In other
regions generally regarded as pre-
senting

¬

the best aspects of tho minors social
life They are a peculiarly and a singularly
prosperous people About 30 per cent ol themaro Irish 25 per cent Welsh 15 per cent
lish 10 per cent Germans and the rest 20 per-
cent Americans and other nationalities
There are few Italians Poles or hungarians

Though time foreign nationalities largely pre-
dominate

¬

among them few of tho Scranton
mInors came recently this country and four
fifths 01 them grew up around Scranton in the
mines at which they are at present worklnJTheir fathers weN minors before th
perhaps their grandfathers as well Undoubt ¬

edly this local attachment has contributed to
give them a steadiness of character which all
miners do not possess The floating popula-
tion

¬

among thorn is so small ns to be almost
none at all Uy far the majority of the adults
are married and hnvo largo families children
and ninetenths of thorn own their own houses

Tho minor generally buys himself a house
and lot about the time he gets married Ho
buys them both of the company for which he
works generally upon the Installment rlnnSometimes the miner buys the lot only 0
company and borrows the money to erect 0house after his own pattern Very often In
deed in fact in the majority of cases the minor
has saved money enough at the time of his
marrlttco to pay spot cash for either the house-
or the lot so that only one gold upon Install-
ments

¬

Time house Is located within three
quarters of a mile from the colliery In which
the miner workB nnd Intends to work alibis
life A twostory frame house 14 by 20 nnd 16
font high having sIx rooms with nil proper
closets sided plastcredlnl painted costs time

minor about 50 by 100 costs
from 150 to SiOO according to location
Such n homo as this though it Is of the poorer
chas Is sure to bo woll luinShod The reporter
wont into somo of these houses and found nice
carpots upon the floors pictures upon the walls
time furniture of a llrstclass description the
stove In thoUtchtm always a costly one and
tho whole Interior lS cosy and comfortable and
nent and pleasant as otto could wish and much
bettor looking titan tho avornce home of a la-

borer
¬

of the miners class In this city The in
rtnllmonts by which nil this Is paid for range In
amount from 5 to t20 a month

lieMdoB paying tor his house and lot the
Scranton minor puts money Into the bank lie
puts more money Into the
his house and lot are paid bunllot most of all
when his follow minors in other regions are out
on u strike at tho dictation of a labor boss-
Just at present all the Wtouiingcompanles are
giving tholr nicnfnil time mind big wanes nud
the miners ura making money last They are-
puttinahout ns much money the banks
as the banks can hold lwbnbInto fourths
of the Scranton miners havo bank accounts
There are three national hanks In Scranton
and two savings banks Investigation by thoroportor showed that tboro were tfOOO mineraccounts m those banks the majority
over 300 and tome of them as high aa 3000
Time reporter was told by a prominent Scrantonbanker that thore wore minors In Horantonworth 7000 or S 8000 the result mostly of alifelong industry und frugality

It wa a surprise too to Otto not accustomedto OIAe mInor antI who had formed an idea
of all the While tho sooty be
primed creatures that they look hike In pic ¬

had them when they appeared on the
Scranton streets at nights on
their arms as clean Inlas well dressed and as
Ins looking ti class inen Wone oftun seesstreets In Scranton are great sight onSaturday nlghtn when tuo miners nnd their
wives ate out in forco shopping The city la
justly proud of the len Inl women it can
point out to strangers times as minersand their wives A United Stated Judge stood
on the marble stops of time Wyoming House In
Scranton ono Saturday night not neo
said when ho was told timid most lonrtho aOt
looking pooplo he saw thronging Iho Btroeta
wore mnintrs ant their wives and children

hood Clod it cant be possible 1 never saw
such minors as those before I

Very likely time Judo never did The truth
is that the Scranton minors take great yams
with their personal appearance They buy
good clethella they buy the best and most ex ¬

and provisions Most of
them have bath tubehln their houses 1 or at
least something can fill with hot
water and get into bodily sad at night when
they come homo from their work they strip
and give themselves the most thorough wash
nc and scrubbing and whoa they dress them-

selves
¬

they nut on clean clothes turouchout
Not time least remarkable thing about the

Bcrunton minors Is the great desire they sholto have tholr hlldren educated There
thlrtvlhreo cetioolu in Borantonono hlsh-
tohool threo rdll schools md tho rest
crimmni time miner has a lore
tarally It Is seldom that he can afford to send
his boys or most of them t school after they
me twelve years old or old enough to work at
the breaker at the mine Still the number of

boys over years of we who areminer schools u aurpriilnff and of those
whoi TOtoTTorktath Doa most try to got

to the night schools Hicht schools hive been
established At all those gmammseboohs In
the districts her the miners live princi-
pally

¬

In the ot Scranton Hyde I

Green JUdge and Providence Thontkchaps who KO to those schools are
about as outo and smart M they make
em A day school teacher told the reporter
that tho mlnorschlidronwero bor best scholars
and that that was the verdict of the othl-
rtenoherto Of course the miners

longer than the boys They
are fully as bright as their brothorsnnd they
take high rank at the High School The intel ¬

ligence of the miner as a class and their
ability to do is shown by the fact
that there are many merchants and profes-
sional

¬

men InScranton who wore once mInerand moro whose fathers were mIneibut physicians In Scranton miner In
tho Welsh suburb of Hyde Park there is a
ntreet so the reporter was told most of tho
stores on which are owned and run by men
who served tholr time In the mineR i
Homo of the Welshmen now in tho
are preachers and on Sundays they
preach to congregations In the little
towns near Soranton And during tho groat
strike of 1877 when thiS young minima wore allupon the warpath nnd thorn was a budding-
riot In the Scranton streets tho old Welshmen
of Hyde lark formed themselves Into a society
for the study of the Bible and the Bible they
calmly studied during all that fIerce time That
trouble the only serious trouble which titmInor ever made in Scranton was holythe fomenting of agitators whose
was not in Hcranton and the violent actions
starting the disturbance ot a mob of unknown
roughs Who anIA1111 tho city with tho hope
of plunder summoned a posse of
prominent citizens armed them with Win-
chester

¬

rifles and when the rioters were abutto begin work the posse shot tho foreign rlnlleaders dead That ended the riot
The city of Rcranton Is remarkably free from

crimes of violence Mayor Ezra B Ripples
annual message to the Common Council just
written shows that Hcrantons expense for 1po ¬

lice protection is less than that of any city of
Its size In the country Shooting scrapes
brawls and murders are almost unheard of
Of the 1200 arrests in Scranton during the last
eight months 909 wore for drunkenness and
only a very small jpejcentace of those arrested
were miners The greateet drunkenness

the miners occurs of course at payamong used to be tho custom for tho minor to
give tho laborer rho laded cars for him In tho
mine a big drink of whiskey on pay day This
custom led to most of tho Intemperance
that thor was but it Is now about
ahol91ed This is chiefly due to the

the Father Mathew total ab-
stinence

¬

societies which an stronger in no
place on tho continent then in Scranton and
throughout tho Wyoming ValeT They have a
membership In the fuly 15000 and
are the special pride and care Bishop Wil-
liam

¬

Ollara of tho nOmaD Catholic diocese of
Scranton The societies bavo between fifteen
and twenty halls in scranton alone and meet-
ings

¬

are held there every week for debates and
lltorary exercises At somo of the hulls thoro
are libraries which supply the young Irishmen
with good reading and nearly all tho societies
take Tita SUN and several periodicals The
work of the Father Mathow societies In Scran
tec Is not merely temperance and literary but
also charitable Tho societies organize bene
llta and give balls and public onteralwenUfor tho relief of some sick
quently to help some poor widow and her
children The bcranton dally papers contained
numberless advertisements of exhibitions nnd
enternlnmont of this kind as the reporter

But the chief thing in the way of a purely
literary society which the city of Scranton can
boast and of It the city may well boat Is the
Welsh Philosophical Society Title Iremarkable organization It has about 40memberll of them Welshmen and

a week in their spacious and
finely appointed hall in Hyde Park to discuss
questions ol 1 metaphysical literary and
sciontlllc nnturo Some of those Welshmen
are most metaphysicians and in tholr
debates they show a subtlety of Intellect Ikeenness of wit a brilliancy anti depth
iinrlerhtnnrlini ns vell as an amount of cpnernl
reading and accurate Information on technical
subjects which are simply astounding to one
who expects to find In these minors coarse und
uneducated men Hound the walls of their
meeting room are library shelves containing
7000 v olumes all standard hooks Time library
is open to any one for reference and it serves
as Icirculating library among tho memberof
the Philosophical Society Once a year
tlsteddvod Is held by the Welsh miners
under tho auspices the Philosophical Society-
At this time thero is a week or n good portion
of a week given up to competitions in essay
and poem writing in recitations and speech-
making in debates both prepared and im-
promptu

¬

nnd in singing The singing contestare really grand and audiences fill tho
halls which can be found in which to hold limo

contests Most of tho singing contests are be-

tween
¬

selected cbolrof large size Tho Scran-
ton

¬

Welshmen choir of 150 singers to an
Elsteddvcxl at Pittsburgh lust year and time

choir covered itself with glory Lmov Hartrnnft
presided at a Scranton Elsteudvod 1 few years
ago when the sessions wore held a big Con-
cord

¬

tent under which 10000 people could sit
Besides these organizations societies in

whole or in part benevolent snch as the
Mans Odd Follows Knights of Pythias Red

Welsh Ivorito Society and the like
flourish greatly among the miners and the
Scranton Poor Board has tow applications for
relief from miners or men who once wero min-
ers

¬

The minors are vory charitable and al-
ways

¬

respond liberally when by permission of
the mine foreman the hat Is passed around In
a colliery for a distressed brother or orphan
A favorite method for raising funds for charity
Is for tho minors to devote tholr empty powder
kegs to a committee which soils the kegs at
good prices back 10 the powder companies
There Is now established by the Delaware and
Hudson Canal Company a permanent relief
fuud for its miners to which each miner who
wishes contributes a daY1 wnes1lho company
adding alike amount miners
have contributed to this fund and only ono
days VTaecs have been asked from them since
the establishment of the fund in AprilI The fund
amounts to considerably over 5000 and the
conditions for its distribution aro as follows-

In ecu cf accidental death 50 shall be paid for
funeralI eipeniei 83 per week rhall be paid to the
widow for the period of one year provided its re-
main unmarried during that length of time and SI per-
weektoeachorpbaa child underlyear of axe of lbs
person 10 kllJedfor Iho period of one yeir neteesotber-
wIse cared for In case of accidental injuries not
caualnr death 0 paid to each niauUhdbduflng his to J per week to eachIreboy nader 16 ego durIng time ported ot three
montbi I but not longer

But whllo this singularly prosperous and in
telltcent people thus join with great readiness
organizations of a religious literary temper-
ance

¬

and benevolent character there seems
to be a strong aversion nnone them to becom
lug members tho Knights Labor Tho
most careful and trustworthy estimates are
thatbaraly onellfth of the Scranton miners
evor joined the Knights and that ot those who
did join many have since withdrawn Bo time
Molly Mn prill res never obtained a foothold in
Scranton and tho workeis throughout tho Wy ¬
omingValley have always seemed to hesitate
about placing themselves in any position to be
dictated to by scheming and unscrupulous
mono Of course time remarkable prosperity
of time minor cannot bo attributed entirely
to that tow of them have
hnd anything to do with the Knights of Labor
bo she reason why there were no horrid scones
In Scranton In 1877 was not wholly due to time
fact that but few of her minors belonged to a
riot and murder society But it will certainly
be considered bythlnklngfolkstobe more than
H mere coincident circumstance that tho man
who work in the Scranton mines aro good citi-
Zen temperate frugal and intelligent so few
of them not ownlnl their homes and having a
bank it is a disgrace to a miner
not to own his home and to have a bank ac-
count

¬

and that for ten yearn fourflfths of them
have steadfastly disclaimed connection with
Mr Powderlya organization

XTAlUtOXD ON Tail ANXiOUS BlT
JL VoUrl ui nliTlllo Gambler VCvrrted

At Oe f Medy UeetlitaJP-
kvm tla 51 LouIs OMit Vtmoerat

LOUVLE Ky
Louisville

Jan BNothlg that
the

Bev Steve Holcombe threw down his hand in a
poker game and sworn hd noyor touch an-
other

¬

curd has occasioned such excitement
among Louisville sports as the conversion of
Jesse Hammond until a short time ago the
most notorious gambler In tho city Jesse is
pot an old man but ho has gone all the gaits
When this city was the Mecca of the gamblers
lie was a king boe To him belonged one of the
Quest kono nmosln the city and in his name
was also run the toughest neloame Jesses
wealth was estimated by tonbut a time came when the golden goose
to lay War was declared on the gamblers and
the houses were closed Jesse was Indicted
tlmo and again always paying his lines from
his plethoric store

When Evangelist Moodybegan his work hersome three weeks
Major Ed HughoH Chief of tho Fire Depart-
ment

¬

having nothing hotter to do attended
ono of time meeting They went to scoff but
came away sobered The next night found tho
twIt ron on hand again undid thong t und time

Finally when Mr Moody railed for connext night or two ago Major Hughes arosevortal trembling voice asked that prayer be-
oilerodfortmim Thero was a moments still-
ness

¬

then Jesse Hammond got up and with
In his eyes prayed for the Major and him ¬tars The scene was a touching one as there

were few wile witnessed it who were not
affected Hammond seemed earnest In his con ¬

version and says he will loin Steve Uolcombo
the gambler missionary Major Hughes tile
ilro Chief has not yet professed religion al-

though
¬

bo asks for prayers at each meeting
Tho ushers havo instructions to admit him

at any hour to the Tabernacle whether the
doors are closed to time public or not Tills
morning lie received wn elegant llibla with tho
heaves turned down at a number of pirMicK
to which his attention was specially Invited
This afternoon he received I combination
prayer and hymn book from Bishop Peiilck

it was a letter from the roverAooorpanylll which stated inlatteot that the
writerontet heard of the M

and beii9yOd he more thaaorelenerus-ats
te oityouhl oeapowerinuie causoOjOb511t

HOW TilE COAL MINERS LIVE-

N ZNOEHOtDEXT AND CLKAR REPORT
OF IllSITUATION

8 the Heart r the ituinc BecUnTh
Claims or ts Heading CmnpasyIletimrea-
r JLIfl Md TAlk with ho Uiimnn

Gnome r Zastere FemnirlTaala-
frnn Iht cartttkm Chlon

In the present mining difficulty any ono
can prove he wishes by any number
ot reputablo witnesses Unless you are ready
to trust the fairness of tho correspondent you i
might as well not rend a report Tho writer
has boon tOldl by mon whose knowledge of tho
subject integrity of purpose It would bo

to question that the mines aro now
being operated at a loss anti that tbo demand
of the strikers practically moans timist the com
panies shall pay out money for the privilege of i

furnishing tho mnwlh work On tho other
hand he has persons equally sIn I

oero that the companion are making monoy
hand over fist by a double system of opnros

alon and extortion which hasystematically
reduced tho wages of tho minor mind
raised tho prlco of coal to tho public Both of
these conflicting statements huve found to bo
true or nt least ns nearly the truth an tho op¬

poslntbattle
parties could see it through the emoko-

Boforo comlns into time mining district I had
a long with the President of one coalcompany and a leading director In another
The former of those who remarked that his
name had boon made disagreeably prominent
already anti requested I should not malta It
moro so hours to explaining tho
entire situatonthe wages ot tho laborers the
profits and the attitude of
each in the present struggle His statement of
the railroad btrTkY was almost exactly that
which I afterward hoard from John L Lee and
four other leaders of the striking railroad
bands It was that the Knights had refused to

the goods of an elevator which em-
ployed

¬

nonunion men m other words they
hind struck because the railroad had refused to
join them in a boycott though joining In it
would havo been iviolation of its charter aa-
a common carrier Aterarthe Knights had
admitted their offered to return-
to work oonsenUnl to tho discharge of three
of tholr tho live crews who had re¬

fuseto handle the scab goods Tho com ¬

had refused to make any terms whatever
nOW COMBINATION SiLT REDUCE PllICES

The most Interesting part of time Irosldents
conversation related to tho justice of the an-
thracite

¬

coal combinations Ho mado the start ¬

line assertion that the corporations had done
a public service In combining Instuad of rais-
ing

¬

prices the combination had lowered prices
Time cost of mining bud boon reduced twenty
Hvo conts a ton by tho operation and time con
solrators had given the public lllteen cents of
the twontyHve When I inquired how this was
possible ho explained it as follows lioforo the
combination was made all tho Individual firms
tried to run all their mines trood and bad Aftor
combination the poorest mines were shut
down nnd the others wore worked regularly-
and systematically Many of tho expenses are
pearly tho same whether tho mines are worked
half time or full time no that after tIme combi-
nation

¬

the companiesweroabiotomino tho same
amount of coal at loss cost

rATEBSAI GOVERNMENT
Another Interesting point rotated to the dis-

trust
¬

of the men toward the company and the
difficulty of helping them A few yrars ago he
had proposed to establish a beneficial fund
The company had accepted the proposal and
offered to grant ono per cent of the mens

I the mon would pay threefifths of ono
jVIM When tho offer was mado tho labor
lenders told the men that it Ia trick on tho
part of tho company and plan fell flat
finally the company derided to establish the
fund by assessments Time mon ut fist oom
plnlnea und threatened to strike The company
again explained tho plan and said that all
mou who objected to tho assessment could
draw their wages in full At llrst 1great many-
of them did HO but the prejudice soon wore
away nnd tho men paid their assessments
regularly and willingly Sometimes con-
cluded

¬

the President n paternal form of gov-
ernment

¬

Is n good thing When talking among
tin minor afterward found that tho Presi ¬

dent mistaken about popularity of
the fund which ho had established

SO FEAR OF VOL SCE
All the officers with whom I talked expressed

themselves as not having the slightest fear of
violence though their property was tho most
dPbtructlblolinaclnahle heir mins could bo
flooded without trouble nnd breakerwero tinder boxes Yot time moo
that If they dostrojod tho mines they shut
themselves out of work forever

It l > this destructibility of our property
said a director which explains why we nro
unable to adopt the suggestion of some of the

ablo editors and bring in now workmen In
order to prevent a coal famine If wo brought-
in now workmen we would take away from the
old minors the motive that restrains thorn und
our property might bo destroyed in a night

WHY AitnrrnATioK IS IMIOSSIBLE
In answer to the question Why dont you

consent to urbitrationthoreplyof the com ¬

panys officers was always the same Thoris no one to arbitrate wih We can bo
our part of tho the Knights can-
not

¬

be held to tholrs
This tpoint was Insisted upon so often and so

earnestly as to fully impress me with the fatthat boforemployers will make their
con arbitration the labor organizations
must be given a legal standing collect certain
tumid and above all show that they value tho
honor of their organization as highly as tbey
do Its Interests Ibis Is a lesson which bubl
nofs communities have always boon slow to
learn and we noed not wonder that Knights of
Labor with their raw recruits of uneducated
laboler bare not yet learned ItWHAT TIlE ItAILUOAD STRIKERSAT

Thl first day I spent In tho mining region I
L Lee and a number of his fellow lead-

ers
¬

in tho railroad strike Their statement of
tho origin of this strUms did not differ material-
ly

¬

from that made by the olllcers of tho com-
pany

¬

but they Insisted that Its continuation
was solely the companys fault Tho Knights-
had consented to tho of return
three of thai loaders and llvo crews of taco in
for nn agreement on the part of a repro
Bontatlvoolihoconipnnythattho rest should be
reinstated Tho company hail repudiated its
side of the agreement time oUIcor In question
declaring that ho hall never made It Time
company declared Mr Lee wilfully keeps
up nwar In order if possible to destroy ou-
rorlnnlaUon lint they will not succeed Al ¬

whom they engage Imme-
diately

¬

leaves They have toidre sOlon men In
order to keep ono The men whom they do got
are generally Ignorant foreigners who muko
countless mistakes Ono evidence of tho com ¬

panys Insecurity is time lot that It permits
those new workmen to liquor when at
their work Title it would not permit to us and
rightly-

Mr Leo said that his order not only con ¬

demned all violence tint undertook to prom
cute nay ono of the membor who resorted tu
it Regarding tho newspaper asser-
tion

¬

that time btrikos were kept up In the Inter-
est

¬

of the loaders ho assorted that thoy re-
ceived

¬

no salnrlej whntoorslmply tholr ex-
penses when on with
members tho order who wore not otiloors I
found a common Impression that tho district

received wages as woll as expenses
When attending tho work of time organization

Tho general impression that 1 received of tbo
railroad strike was that tho company had tho
matter in Its own Inuds und that the con-
fidence

¬

expressed by the strikers wits assumed

llOllmvtei or HUlnc Lie
was the first mining town IShenndon As I walked up the strootu

from tho depot I could scarcely believe that It
was n mining town I saw no sign of time op-
pression

¬

of which I had heard BO much and
only one sign of the degradation of which I
had heard Htlll moro This latter sign how
over was ropeutodovory third or fourth store
The afternoon was one of the brightest und
coldest of tho month Limo schools were just
letting out and as tho groups of school chil-
dren

¬

hurried post mo I noticed faces and dresses
and manners with agreeable surprise Most of
the children seemed In such capital spirits ns
they bit the Bohoolboiiso as to remind mo of a
email boy at homo who ono winter day when
time schools wore rlosed on account of tho cold
joyfully exclaimed to a friend of mine Dont
you wimib you went to schoolso you wouldnt
humvetogol I

ny jnnsT Mtsrn ACQUAINTANCE-

As I have said before I could scarcely belevthat this was a miners town men
ed were clean comfortably dressed and fairly
good looking As 1 reached tho main street a
couple of ulelihlnc parties drove by singing
negro melodies and church songs Btopplne-
at the corner whore a uruupot men were mile

cusdlnl time strike I wan BOOH talking with n
of them who woro somewhat Isolated

from tho rest One of thorWISIman of about
lortyllve or fifty I durk suit of
course goods imd wearing a fut cnp The
otler wits over siaty 10t nulteiiowpll drcrhed

youncnr COIplllonllutI stillI far from
Boodj I thoulht that both of
thor farmers come to town toslul we bud only boon talking u
minute or two when the younger miin in ruiiemmk

inc of the strikers said wo Pretty soon he
told mo that he had boon a miner there for
pretty nearly twenty had always
been an outide elfllblut wages he told
me were week asked him Ilie bad a family he replied Yes a wife
two children but one of them is fourteen now
and be IIs able tn earn a little something aa a
coal pinker When I asked him if a good
many ot time mon wore not opposed to tim
strike he first turned to Ms companion anti
said How Is tlmtJorn and then gather ¬

leg confidence continued Oil there mo
Homo who would rrthcrknop at work hut most
of them would rathur itop If they think thnt
they can gut what tluiy mire striking for q
nil go together When I asked how many of
the men had money ahead to stand the
strike with he said Well a good many
of them own their own houses anti some
of them have a little saved UP but janet of
us will have to live on credit e unmy about
bill the minor ore eaten ta rot oz m

own their property though a good many are
still in debt Most ot tnbsa who own
their houses were miners away back In the
good times S S I have altow boOn a-
renter ° I pay 760 n moiith

When I asked If most ot tho uen
pood deal ho replied Yes yes n good dear
Even some of tho young boys drink hard1
Then ho wont on to toll an Incident of the last
payday I saw that ho was a thoroughgoing
temperance man anti I asked If lie supposed
time mon spent a quarter ot thor wages for
drink Oh no ho sold not BO much as
that Quito a number dont drink at all

Whon wo talked of how lone the storekeep-
ers

¬

would clvo credit he said tha Um couldnt
toil but that that was about nil lie had to de-
pend

¬

upon Ho hind worked all bo could and
nil Who helped him to make a little go long
ways but It was Impossible to got ahead Up
to our years ago I used to got discouraged In
such times as these and take to drink hut
now I live In faith that a way through wljl bo
provided Four years ago I found that grace
which supports one in trouble mind when work
is Black I make thin best ot It nod trust Him

I do not know when I have tnlkod with any-
one whose religion meant so much to him Ho
told rue voryRlniply about his religious expe-
rience

¬

He was a Primitive Methodist Ills
wife was a good woman who tried to do
right but had not oxporlonijou the change
of heart which brought peace Borne of his
follow minors wore rellulous men but not a
great many A halt wets Catholics and the
religion of most of those did not seem to
trouble them Of the roronlmlor not moro
than a fourth woro members ot t ho churches

nOW TilE BTOnEKEElEItS LOOK AT IT
Later in the afternoon I talked with several

business mon about the strike They were the
only noncommittal mon I must Ono of thorn
was a liquor dealer and with him I discussed
the temperance situation Ho wdd that ha sold
a good deal of liquor on credit but that ho
never lost anything as his customers wore al-
most

¬

all reliable men who owrvod their own
property In tho groat strike of 70 which had
lasted nine months some of tho business men
had lost everything but ho heel lost scarcely
anything Hu would keep on cCvlng credit for
on Indefinite while yet When asked moro
specifically about the amount ctf drinking he
said Loss than there used to be ° In
stead of Its being the young u nmarricd pica
who drink It IB principally time ol tor ones The
young mon havo their temperono t societies and
BO on and n good many of the m dont drink
at all Once in a while the older mon stop
drinking When I soo a case whore a man is
spending money for liquor which he ought to
give to Ms wife I always belli time societies
along and so does every man in the trade who
has any conscience I have cotton about a
dozen mon Into ono ot the soclutlos and they
nre doing tlrst rate

One Polish butcher whom I molt was down on
the strIkers had lost all he had In time btrlke of
73 and this strike ho wasnt going to give any
credit at all As hn wont on no waxed moro
and moro bitter Those mlnotu are a lazy
shiftless lot he concluded M they work
hard they can make 100 a mon tim Whon I
repeated this statement to tho furniture dealer
whom I next visited ho demanded who lund
told me such a timing and exclaimed Indig¬

nantly Whoever he was he was u liar and a
scoundrel In his hdart ° ° 1 used to work
In the mines and I have somotfinos worked

I hard for a month not neen dayllulit the wholo
I time and only earned 15

THE CATHOLIC PRIEST
After supper I called upon the Cailhollo priest

I Father Ollollly I have rarely moO u man who
was personally moro impressive iilx feet two
or three incites In height a powerful frame a
largo head anti features strong and well cut
His face was of much time tame tyiio as that ot
rather McUlynn It was n moro ievero face
yet It wns marked with this pamo moral earntness time same breadth of sympathy and
almost time simo magnetism I had heard that
he condemned the strike and yet had the re-
spect

¬

of time btrll ors 1 expected to get from
him a nearly Impartial statement ctf the cao

In title expectation 1 was not dltuppolutod
I soon found out that his reason for condemn
log the strike was not that the damecids ot the
minors ware unjust but that they wero sacrl
flclni their own interests in order 10 support
the organization and help out the railroad
strikers llecardlne the waeos ot tho men his
statements wero quite similar to those made
In our columns by Prof Itossltor Ilaymond
except that he thought that comparcitholy
of time minors erased 272 a day ev un for limo
timo they worked

When I snoke of the complaint of the miners
that the Reading Company had systematically
depressed wages and wcro now paying the
men more tlmn 23 per cent less wage than in
187C thought they were getting as much or
more for their coal ho said tlut this was true

I Imvo been a priest here ho continued
for twenty years Along about 1810 whoa

tho mining rezion was In the hands of a great
many Individual operators the best Men used
to tccelvu enormous wages When toni was
high time workmen got tbo ud vantage ot it Two
and three hundred dollars a month inothlneuncommon and 1 have known men to got us
highs us tire hundred Nowadays it Is u very
rum timing for n man to make moro tim u eighty
dollars in the old days however the work
was not so steady and the wages of the miners
assistants and outside laborers were not much
greater than they are now It seems ID be the
policy of the Heading Company not to let oven
the best men moko more than 70or80

When 1 asked him whether belle red the
statement of time company that it was losing
money on Its mines he replied Why no
that is absurd enough I have had plenty of
talks with mining superintendents nnd the
total cost of mlnlne a ton of coal and geitlng It
on time cars ready to ship is usually from 110
to 150 a ton and the company gets 250 for
Its coal right hero In Sheuandoah and indefi-
nitely

¬

moro down tn Philadelphia
Soon wo got to tulkine about the social

condition of time city this statements ubout
the drinking were very similar to those
of the Methodist minor whom I first-
mot Ho said that in his temperance to-
oloty there wore about four hundred mem It
was at the same line a toninernnco society and
a mutual bonelit society He fearod tlirt the
strike would cause a good many reslgnalions
It wits among the > oune mon lint temperance
was strongest Time awful number of saloons
225 in a place of Id 000 was largely due t u the

new foreign element of Polos and Huneailans-
In some respicts continued the priest

this is time most moral town I ever wis In
This Idea ot you leople In Now York talking
about time degradation of time miners is ridicu-
lous

¬

Thoro Isnt a house of 111 repute In this
place and liain been for two years The lust
one thnt wa open time miners blow ut anti time
ono before that some of the women of time lluwn
banded toeother and ran out You cant fhow-
mo another place of 10000 outside of tho uibiiuc
regions that hits such a record ns that

Furthermore you wont find a place any-
where thai Sunday is BO well kept as It is here
Every saloon is closed and there are not a hun ¬

dred famillwsIn time plan who ao not ct to
church Vmhmeim we talked of how time petplol-
lv od he saId that even time poorest themi ¬

Cent limo Iules mind Hunearlnns lived cleanly
Every day when limo miners come out of time

mine they take on their working clothe wash
themselves and mike an entire change of
their elothine And when they wnsh they
dont simply wnh their face and nock Lint get
into a tub ami tomb themselves nil over

THE YOUNG WENS CLUBS

Just before supper I had mot a young Irish
miner who hud naked mo to como and visit lila
club that evening Of course I gladly accepted
time invitation and when I finished tbo talk
with Father Ollollly I went Immediately to tjio
rooms of time Friendship Club I found thorn
In a good building on time main
street whoso upper stories wore entirely takin
up by different clubs Sly now friend groutud
me very cordially anti Introduced mo to Iria
fellow members There wore about eight or
ton of those lu tIme room to which I was taken
and a few moro talking with some young ladl s-

in time reception room They wore going o
have a dance that night Most of tho young
men were between 18 and 25 and wore cenei
ally well dressed mind eood looklne that U
there was not a trace of toughness in thn
group The rooms wore comfortably furnished
and with the exception of time pictures every-
thing

¬

showed good judgment Prominently
placarded on one of time vvulls were the llulns
of time rlondship Club Of course I exam-
ined

¬

them with curiosity They were Btiljt
enough to satisfy time straltost sect Intoxi-
cating

¬

liquors tobacco profanity and curd
were all prohibited under penalty The card
rule was now time others had been in force
since the establishment of time club

Talkine with time miinbersof time club in a
free anil easy wny 1 found tholr views on most
of the points which time priest Imd spoUn ol
mind 1 lound timid tIme priest hail niiulo nomls
takes unless iiorlmps ho hind oxiuyeratedth >

church attindance Kecardlnc purity t
found time most wholcMimo sentiment I had
ever met anywhere outside of u ctllnse tow
in regard to hrimmking there was n little bat
iHshness mmsnifuuotedl hut ono young miner
who rather prided hlmBolf on time liberalism of
liii views said that tiny number of time men
yore wihhInl to blow up house which they

I considered n disgrace to the town
TUB AlIKilllNCE OF VIlE HOUSES

Leaving the club about U1 I look a lone
walk through tho town twus Is clear moon-
lit

¬

mind Htarllt nleht alit in silo ol time Intent
timid tlio walk wan tlioiciiKbl cwpjnblo It
wail not a pretty town In Met I did not tee a-

hlnele residence which inudj Urn almost pre-
tence

¬

of elegance Hut iivorybody lived as well
UH his neighbors In n decent Iruine houite with
lour or hive rooms I could not hell nnderlnit
whether time social auuttllty of limo place did not

i partially account for the unanimous condemna-
tion

¬

ol tim vice which IH londonod where
I only the daughters of the poor suffer

A WALE iriKouan A COAL MINE

The next morning In company with the so-
perintendent I took a two or three muss walk

I through time caugwa antI tunnels of the
Hhenandoah City Nine AB wo walked the
Bupurlnteudent explained to mo hoW limo

mining was done how much th men
were paid for each kind of work and
how timer lived nt homo AH Ito hnd vu ruoi his
vvuv ui from tthoninks huimm views i n mill tthen
points were worth jlatenlne to iluaiiiultlud
tIme truth of what time prliwt hail suil about
wage now ns compared with flftoon years
though he thought that a number of them still
averaged nearly 100 a mouth He was per-
fectly

¬

frank In snowing how difficult much of
thor was especially that in the narrow
TCln Hero tot men bAYS to crawl slung ca

I

their kneee with plok and drill and powder Igth larger V IDU ipqoislhytho Mrnnmoth
which wee thirty or forty foot thick he ox
plained how inthoil will and Judgment irenecessary to do tni blaittng Moit ot the mla
irma li still done DY tziq contract miners irbut
there nro some men who no matter how long
theY mine tire never permitted to take
contracts If an acoldent happens through
the fault of the superintendent the company
can bo held responsible out If it happens
through the fault ot another miner no dam ¬

ages can be claimed The company there ¬

fore Is not responsible for the kind of help It
employs except In so far as It endanger Its
own property The superintendent told mo
that in his mine there had not been a fatal ac-
cident

¬

In five years and that time company took
much greater precautions for the safety ot the
mon tItan the Individual operators did in for ¬

mer times I asked whether with the improve-
ments

¬

In mining slnco 1870 the cost had been
lessened and he admitted that it had though
ho added that so much had been oxpondodln
securing bettor ventilation Ac that the differ-
ence

¬

was scarcely appreciable This however
answered n fundamental question and showed
that wages hind not boon reduced In order that
profits might not bo Prices to say the least
hind remained the same the cost of mining to
say the least had remained tho same yet wages
hail boon steadily lowered

In tim course of lila talk the superintendent
made ono strong point In behalf of the present
rgimr In the old days when the Individual
operators worked on leases tholr only aim was
to mine the greatest possible amount of coal
within the period of tIme lease Tho mines were
thmereforo scourged The cream was taken
and thousands of tons would be loft burled for
over In the depths ot the mountain The pres-
ent

¬

company first tunnels its gangway clear to
the other side ot the mountain and then works
back systematically taking every bit ot coal
with it as it comes

THE POLISH uoinuma MOUSE

After the long walk through the mine I via ¬

ited the Polish and Hungarian boarding
houses managing to obtain a Polish guide who
could speak a little English In this I was ex-

iI ccptlonally fortunate as those Ignorant Immi
grants are intensely suspicions ot American

I visitors Ono young fellow who had boon a-

ii minor told ma thaton one occasion he haul v Isl
ted a dozen of the houses looking for different
men but nowhere could ho obtain admission
as the people always dented any knowledge of
the mon ho asked for they thoughtperhaps ha
was a constable

In the first ol those boarding houses to which
i I was taken a scantily clad woman of 30 with
I n baby In her arms was sitting upon a soiled

bed and eight or ten young ones wore stand
i log In different parts of the hall My

guide spoke to tho husband ol the woman
and ha consented to have mo look through the
house The floor was bore a d dirty On the

i stove some soup bones were oooklne Near by-
thero wero several batches of dough ready to-

ii be put to bake in the little brick oven outside
On the walls were a few cheap outs of Popes
and saints The only other furniture consisted

i of four or five cheap chairs In this particular
house there was no goat probably because
there was no room for Elm there being fifteen
boarders and the house having only three
rooms and one ot these only half a room t

Tho way in which theso people hive Is this
Each of the boarders pays the woman 2 a
month for room rent cooking and washing
Her situation however is not so hard as it
would at first seem Time house rent costs her
but 160 a month the washing costs her noxt-
to nothing and she cooks but ono meal a day
Time months provisions are ordered all to-
gether

¬

and family and boarders divide the bill
fairly Usually it me phenomenally small being
never more than 5 a mouth apiece and often
as low as 3 What little meat they omit is al-
ways thin cheapest Often they so to the butch ¬

ers and get for live or ten cents the feet of a
cow or time head of a snoop and then make soup
for tvv o or throe days Their ono cooked meal
Is at night Their next days breakfast anti
lunch Is portioned out to thorn before they go
to sleep throe In a bed mind a narrow one at
that In their comfortless and dirty loft It Is
against the competition of moon who live like
this that the American vvorkiugmen protest
TIlE AMERICAN MEOSBS THE COMPANTS HOUSES

Shenandoah is not cursed by the truck sys-
tem

¬

There are no company stores and not
a great many company nouses lu fact one of
the complaints which the Catholic priest made
against the Heading Company was that it re-
fused

¬

to build more houses The second after ¬

noon I was In the town I visited a number of
the miners homes One ot my reasons for
doing this was to llnd out how tho
women regarded the strike I had put
the question to the priest and he had
humorously replied The women are against
it to a man I was not surprised to hear
this but thought that I would find out
for myself how the matter stood Going
to time section whore the companys houses
wore I was well received TIme mon talked
Very freely and their wives occasionally joined
In the conversation I heard any number ot
complaints but only a few against the com-
pany

¬

as a landlord Time houses which uni-
formly

¬

rented for 9 a month consisted of four
rooms and wore kept In decent repair The
men wore so far from expectineany oppression
from the company that they did not expect thocompany to try to evict them for not paying
their rent In case the strike was prolonged
Only ono ot the men suggested that the com-
pany

¬

couldnt do it if it wanted to
There was another point In which the deal

logs of the corporation were evidently far from
heartless The rosa bought coal at 175 and

2 a tona dollar loss tlmn the market price
Time housas of the men were decontly furnished

and decently kept In the front room there
was always a carpet but no fire In time back
room a lire and no carpet Time men whom I
met all spoke of drinking when they could af ¬

ford it And one of them said that when he
came out ot time mlno ho needed a little drink of
whiskey to take mural thin dead feeling and
make him able to enjoy his evening The wife
of this man spoke rather disapprovingly of this
practice but said that her husoandnover drank
much This same woman by the way began
once to condemn tIme strike but her husband
shut her off by some Indistinct word and a look
which meant You talk too much

It was quite obvious from the talks I had that
most of the wives were mildly opposed to the
strike though I wits told that a good many of
time Irishwomen paid they would live on potato
peollnes before they would have their men go
to work at time old wages

The food which time American miners eat is
very simple In the morning they have n little
hot cofToo and some bread before leaving for
their work and they have vory little moat at
their midday lunches Time meal of the day Is
supper Then they have not only veeetabps
but mutton or pork or sometimes beef Tuk
Ing all In all the miners of Shenandoah al ¬

ways excepting time Polos and Hungarians aro-
a superior class of laborers who still live de-
cently

¬

and whoso oppression consists
mainly in the fact that thoy find matters grow ¬

lag worse instead of bette-

rIIICoiclmlolL
As I passed through Pott vlle on my return

from time mining regions I culled upon Mr
Whltlne time superintendent of all limo Scbuyl-
klll collieries 1 found from him that the Infor-
mation

¬

I had received UH to time cost of mining
coal was correct anti also my Information ns
to time price at which coal wa sold I found
that the price ot shipping coal from Hchuvl-
klll haven time usual shipping point to
Philadelphia a distance or ninety miles
was 1GO I found that ho thought that the
railroad strIke was at the bottom of the whole
matter and that wore It not for the railroad
men time question of minors wages might be
adjusted In other words some members of
the company are able to see H reasonableness
in time nmltmor3 demand for bettor wages The
men I had talked with had often seemed wlll
fag to concede that the railroad strike was a
mistake It IB not improbable therefore that

time company may meet them half way and
cnint the miners the wages they ask

Corning home I bought on the cars a paper
which contained the following widely published
statement of President Cor bin

Per lbs twelve years commencing Jan 1 1871 and
ending Jan isssthla company haa mined oouiio
toni ot roam pill for It to Ita miner S47 IIUOOO and hoe
receded aa tfie itet proceida for the coal ao mined only

44 bio OCMI making an actual low In the minIng Ita
coal orIJJ70uio during tbat period In otter word
we lies distributed throughout the reentry ol oooi o
tons of our coal The ralnerijinve received every dollar
nf net money we obtained for It sail we lost la the op-
eration fiZi7o000 beside

Of the exactness of this statement I have
nothlne to say but statements tony ba-
oxact without expressing the truth Tho
same company that owns time mines
owns time railroad und devices ot book ¬

keeping are not impossible Time total
cost ol mining the coal Is generally about

110 Time overage cost of shipping treklit 100
miles on all the roads of this New York Central
system is ihtytimreo cents a ton on the roads
of the Pennsylvania syHtom It is fortynine
coats It would seem therefore that the cost
of mining time coal mind shipping It to Philadel-
phia

¬

U nd much moro than half of tho soiling
price When time company charges 1 60 to
Hhlp the coal front tfcliuvlklll Haven to Phila-
delphia

¬

its net turoilts an apparently almost
cnuni to t lo ttotal post nf mining Illn coal

Onus thine however mm bosuld for time com
pHiildX Ivuruylmcro mummmong time uuiitmoimu I found
that thin lliadlnecompmij ttrrntid Its mliioni
hmei tom than time iiidlvlduiiliipiratorB still Iin time

INlilot Them was an entire nbaenco of petty
tyranny It time present sentiment against
the monopoly should result In enforcing the

I constitutional provision that no Inoor
poratod company doing business as a
common carrier rlmll directly or indirectly
prosecute or engage In mining the result
would bo disastrous to time men With freight
rates where tiieuy are flow no one except the
railroad company cap cneaco profitably in rain
ine and pay v ry good wueie

The reason that the men feel as they do
oaninst the raonopoliiis that the absence of com
petition has certainly cut down their wages In
time old iiors If ono operator would not give
thorn limo wacos which time market permitted
Uioy could go to sound one clme who would Now
there Is practicallY only ono operator In the die
tclct The men believe that the company pur
sues the plan ot paying them not what tney
earn but the least U can As they cannot leave
thif district without sacrificing everything their

betterwiasllesinaunltidstrikel-
ati strike then JtuUflsble or utt not

ft s Ji
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cm New Abnt the CteTCtnu Clnfc i

The bleaching boards on base bail croondj-
ot late years have been u much to the grounds
as the diamond Itself and no base ball mound
has been considered complete without thorn
It Is thore that people sit In the broiling sun
with tho thermometer dancing around the
100 mark or in tim ram to watch the national 4gao They are the uncovered and unreserved 1
seats common to all ball grounds A revolu-
tion Is now going on by which these famouS
bleaching boards are to be known no more t1
No longer will time umpire bo able to decide br
the spectators on these exposed seats when It
Is time to call the game on account ot rain It i

is a wellknown fact that as long as the epeo-
tatora

j
keep their seats a gnma must go on no

matter how hard it may rain r
Time Cincinnati Club Is the first to strike

a blow at the bleaching boards The
managers said the other day There flj
are to bo no bleaching boards at the Cincin-
nati

¬ c

grounds this coming season as the tree I

stands are to be covered so as to protect the
spectators from tho sun This news has
been hailed with delight by the base boll lovers
In Cincinnati while the cry from all the other
base ball cities is Let the good work BO on1
Time fact that the American Association was
the first to make the move toward this muoh
needed improvement is a credit to It and it Is tk

only another move In which the League will
bo forced to follow it

When the admission price to the American
Association games was Increased the managers
of one or two of the clubs set to work forming
plans for giving their patrons bottom ball and
better accommodations for their money The
Brooklyn managers strengthened their team
but owing to the situation of their grounds and
stands It will not bo an easy matter to cover
the bleaching boards Other clubs of the As
soclatloa will follow the load of the Cincinnati
men and cover their bleaching boards aa faros
possible Many times last season the bleach¬
ing board spectators at the Polo grounds
showed their w Illlncness to start a subscription
toward a cover for their favorite seats but for
time want of a leader nothing ever came ot ithen 60 cents Is paid for a game of ball some
accommodation should be made for the specta ¬ I 4m
tom In the shape of protection from tim sun

Much has boon said about highsalaried ball
teams duriig the past two or three years and
Detroit hat received the credit of the highest i y
priced team while In reality Now York paid i
more money to Its players last season than De w-

trolt did resident Day wns asked yesterday 4

what the salary list of tho New York Club was x

loot year and he said We did not reach
50 000 hut wo were so near It that this sum

could be named without being greatly out of i I1

the way This you must understand consisted
of players salaries and was brought about by t
the largo number of men that we carried
through the season Time Indlv Idual salaries ot
this Detroit team were therefore according to
Mr Day higher than those of the New Yorks I

but as a total the New Yorks paid more From
the looks ot thine at the present time the
salary roll of the New York rlub next season
will bo nearer 00000 than 50000

The double umpire system may yet be adopt-
ed by the League but not on time folio wine plan
published In tin ndiunapodn Journal t Presi-
dent

¬
Brush Is a strong advocate of the double

umpire system and Is anxious to Bee It adopt-
ed

¬
by time League When he was In Washing¬

ton recently ho branched time subject to Presi ¬
dent Young and Indeed endeavored to per-
suade

¬

tint official to USB his Influence for the
adoption of such n measure Mr Young
thought the Idea a good otis but expressed
some doubts as to the probability of its adop ¬

lion by the League n s It would entail anexpense about as heavy as the Asso-
ciation

¬
hail shouldered in securing the

Me quartet GafTnoy McQuado Docsoher and
Ferguson Time reason the League had allowed
Gaffnev and Doescher tn get away was because
It considered the salaries they ask as exorbi ¬
tant The quartet mimed it Is supposed re
cure salaries of about 12200 each and If the i
League should secure eight umpires In order I

to operate time double system paying them sal-
aries

¬
of 1200 or 1000 each it would moan an

expense as heavy as the Association with ita
four stars Titan Mr Brush mado to tho League
President this suggestion That the League
engage tour regular umpires UH hitherto and
that in addition Mr Young appoint a staff of
three umpires in each League city one of-
wjom should bo chosen by the visiting captain
to not as assistant umpire In the game The
regularumplra would officiate behind the plate
calllne balls and strikes anti the local umpire
would be at llrst or second base to make the
base decision The four regular umpires i
would be paid an annual salary und the local A

appointees should receive 4 or 5 per game
This would save time League about 2000 or i
even more as contrasted with the expense ot-
a corps of eight reeulnr umpires To offset any
tendency of a local umpiro to show partiality
to the homo club would bo the fact that there
were throe such aupomteos In each city and
tho vlsltlnc captain would be privileged to
choose between them The ono who made the
best reputation for fairness would of nourso
be chosen time most frequently anti wouldmake
tbo most money out of time situation

The one Croat fault about this Is that two
poor umpires are much worse than ono cood
one and It will not take long to find It out

CLEVELAND Feb 4While in Canada lost 4
Rummer hooking after base bull talent for time
Cleveland Club your correspondent met II-

Htrachun Cox the sporty Presidunt ot tho To-
ronto

¬
Club mind recently elected President ot

the International Association Two weeks ago
ho got Into financial dlfllciiltlcs and left Can ¬

ada His Ilrm iF H Cox V Co tailed and Cox
was wound in with the raids made by a group
of financial wolves on the wrecked Central
Bank Cox disappeared mind no one know of
his hiding place To my surprise I ran i
against Mr Cox in the Woddoll House e
here last Sunday He gave a hurrlerl
statement of hue troubles paid lila bill and 1

left town He hid been here some eight days
living high and astonishing limo town by a-
eoreoous

I

seal overcoat It IB not generally
known that Cox was In financial straits last
October and that at time close of the Inter¬
national League playing season tile Toronto
men hail to wait tovoral days until money
could ba raised to pay salaries Time club had 1-

nmdn plenty of money 10010 or over but f
Cox had ueoi It in lube business ami had to got
the salary mono In plecua hut the men got
all auo them at lust

Manager Williams now contemplates a pro ¬
liminary practice season lu tire South before
opening nt Columbus ou March 28 If time trip T
Is token It will begin about March R and open ti
at Macon ihroe or four games will if possi-
ble

¬

bo arranged with time Cincinnati and the
rest with the Southern League clubs of Bir-
mingham

¬

Atlanta anti Memphis Should the r

Clevelands not eopormlhfiloii will be given to
fluke anti Crowoll to co Houtli with tho Baum
eartner combination of Cincinnati

Ho far little Is known about the dates in the
American Association schedule which were
fixed at Brooklyn lust weuk limit It IB known
that time EHBUTII anti Western Clubs open
against eacH other that Cleveland gets Deco-
ration

¬ ilay nmon at home opens In tho Fast
and with time Jlrooklyna and that It plays Its
July 4 games In either Ht Louis or Kansas
City It may as well bn announced that unless
tIme Cleveland Club of ibiS comes nearer to
paying Us own way than It did lu 1887 it will
hardly tie In the Association of 1889 A
frankly worded circular tins been sent
to time leading omen of time city in
which It la stated that poor patron
ago In JBbS will ba construed as-
a notification that the team Isnt wanted Gpo
hundred season tickets at tii each for the
navllloii mind 35 for time fruml stand wilt also
bo insued in a tow vveoks Those tickets will
bo transferable and will tiring time cost of
games to the prices ot 1887 CO cents for tht
grand stand and 40 cents for the pavilion One
of time most interesting local games in time
spring will ba one between tim Coelands and
time Cleveland Gymnasium nine for which
Bodily Gul acher time middleweight pucll
IM will pitch Ho has great speed mind
limit command of a straight ball Hob
Itll time local catcher IB coaching him
jtfcelvine his delivery and Ruddy doisnt
betimuro time Chovelamids can hit him Barn Dot¬
tle may also stay hero and If ha dous ho will
plnyin time Gymnasium team id Seward of
time Athletics has just signed and forwarded lila
contract Philadelphia Ho nets an advance
of 40J over his 1B87 bularj Ha hums ho fur re-
covered

¬

Hint hu begins pitching prncticn In the
Cleveland GymnuMuin next Monday Zlnimer
writes from Ironton whom hu lives that ha >

will move to Cleveland with liU family in M
March Ha hanalrouU begun toeitt Into trim
ban built a track near lilt house and Is playing
ball and shooting every duty

One of the ow stockholders of tha Boston
Club was In town early lu time week Ha says
thaiClarkson IsBure to co to Boston that it
had been settled months ego end that the
value of thm goods Is being Increased by a lot ot
talk preliminary to selling In duo form as
dike Kelly was sold Time Boston man says

however that Amisoti Is against time deal mind

that his opposition may wreck It Mr Clarkton
first started It Ten thousand dollars Is the
price to be paid and Itadbourn may bo thrown
in as paitiMHiiiut Without him Oblcaco line
eeien pllUier viv hark Hrynnn Van Hal
tun Spiiicm Baldwin Ityjin anti Krock Iwas also told that should tIme Liustun triumvirs
decide to freedom the noisy minority stock
holders by ollluc the Boston Club to toe high
eel bidder mind bq outbid at the sole trouble
will ensue on the franchise which will not ba
liven to the possible purchaser This is a new
phase of a funny case sac comingfroa such Aiouroi ought tO fSifl IOStZIIiig


